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(INS  CCESF'Y _ 


HE Old Eogliſh Puritane was fuch an , yu. 45; 


| 3 
- one, that honoured God ® above all, 38,39. 1 4M 


\ and under God gave *® every one his 287. 


but in Godsſight, making the word gf {Peut, 14.8, 


Z2s 


rity keeping within its ſphere : bur darſt not under [Lo w7 


tpraier ; with it he ® began, and cloſed the day, In Ma%G 

it he Fras exerciſe@ in_his' cloſer, **famly, 7 and 53a. 

like affembly. He eſteemed that manner of praict 51 Sam. 1. 15. 

bet, where by the 1gift of God, expreflions were a? Rom, 8,264 
LA HL 1 He 


. 
s *®4S 


. T he (haratler of 
ried according to preſent wants and occaſions ; yet 


F Numb.,1o.35 did he not account * ſet forms unlawfull. Therefore 


-36- in that circumftance of the Church he did not wholly 


ſrejeR the Litar at the corruption of it, He eſtee- 
Cor,g.zo, FEJect Ine Liturgy TIC c 
ſ = med *© cx ſh an he of God both 


t As 13.15. in private and 


; but did not account reading 
Flal 1.2, to be preaching. The word * read he eſteemed of 


2 Tim, 5-1 more authority, butthe * word preacht of more effi- 


+1 Cor. 1,24, cacy. ? Heaccounted preaching as neceſſary now as 
Rom.1.16. in the Primitive Church :, Gods * pleaſure being till 


y Mat.28,20, by the fooliſhneſle of preaching to ſave thoſe that be-. 


{1 Cor.1.21. Jeeve, He eſteemed that preaching * beſt wherein was 
@rCor 14.4, moſt of God, leaſt of man, when vain flouriſhes of 
Ty : = "Y wit, and words were declined, and the demonſtrati- 
2 Cor.z.5, on of Gods Spirit and power ſtudied : yet-could he 
b zCor.z.x7,” diſtinguiſh berween ® ſtudied plainneſle and negligent 
1 Tim. 4.+3« ryudenefſe. He accounted © perſpicuity the beſt grace 


2 Tim. 2.15* of 2 Preacher : And that * method beſt, which was 
Eccl.1 2.9,10s 


\ 4 Garda-v; moſt helpfull ro. underſtanding, affetion, and: me- 


2,3:4,5. 6 9, Moty. To which ordinarily he eſteemed none fo con- 
d 1 Cor.1 4-25, ducible as that by doArine, reaſon and uſe, He cftee- 
med thoſe © Sermons beft chat came cloſeſt ro the con- 
ſcience : yet would he have mens conſciences awake- 
fu Pet.:1.2, ned, not their perſons diſgrac'c. He was a man of 
g lam-1.49. opood fpirituall *appetite, and could not be conten- 
Ms ted with 8 one meal a day. An afternoon Sermon 
; Amos 11,12, did reliſh as well to him as one in the morning. He 
Mat.ze9. Was not ſatisfied with © praiers without preaching : 
k x Cor.3.21, which if it were wanting at i home, he would ſeek a- 
33. £ Cor.4:6. broad: yet would he nor by * abſence diſcourage his 
_ nar tp '>* Miniſter,if faichfull, though another might have yuick- 
S1 Gor! 6, 2, er gifts; A! Lefure he (eemed though not neceſſae 
Ats 20.7.  ſy,yeta bleſſiag,and would redeem ” ſuch an opportu- 
Revel.1.10, nity with ſome pains and lofle, The ® Lords = he &- 
. wy cemed 


er Tims. 


| an old Englih Puritiine ' 

ſeemed -a divine'ordinance, and ® reſt on it neceflary, 9 Ex09-20,8, 
ſo far as it canduced t@holinefles He was? yery con- Þ Ex04-50.8. 
ſciencious; in; obſervance.,0f that day asthe Mart day : 
of the Soul, He; was verji.carefalireod remember it, 1 2.007" 29: 
to-get houſe, and. heart in. ordetis it : and when EE IOR 
it came, be was ſtudious to jmproVent, He ' redeemed 712 58.13,r4. 
the morning. from ſuperfluous fleep, {and watched / £*26- 20-8, 


the whole day over histhopghts.and words, not only , "* 22:7 
to reſtrain them-from- wicke Y t Deut.6.7, 


efle, but 'worldlineſſe. 

t All parts of the day were alike holy to him, and his 

care was continued in it in yariety of holy duties: 

what he heard'io publike, he repeated in private, to, ,- _. 

v whet it upon himſelf and family, Lawfull *recre- has hy Up 

ations he thought this day unſeafonable, and 7 unlaw- y Mar, RR 

full ones much more abominable : yet he knew © the 8,10, 1 1,01,1h1 

liberty. God gave him for needfull refreſhing, which © 1 Cor-7 14 

he did neither refuſe nor abuſe. The Sacrament of *****:15- 

2 Baptiſm he received in-Infancy, which he looked g 1 Cor.10.16, 

back to in age to anſwer -his ingagements, and claim | 

his priviledges. ® The Lords Supper he accounted part 

of his ſouls food : to: which he laboured to keep an - wo 4.5 

appetite. ©He eſteemed it an ordinance of neereſt , aCE —_ 

communion with Chriſt, and ſo requiring moſt 4 ex- 7 2 Cor. 11.48, 

a& preparation, His firſt care was in the © examination 

of-himlelf'; yet as an a& of foffice or charity, he had phoned "__ 

aneye on others. "ITIO 
He endeavored to have the ſcandalous caſt 8 out of , reve); rs; 

Communion : but he ® caſt not out himſelf, be- þ vturty 16,6, 

cauſe the ſcandalous were ſuffered, by the negligence : 

of others.He condemned that * ſuperſtition and vanity 

of Popifh mock-faſts : yet negleRed: not one occafion # Afs 13.2, 

co. humble, his ſoul by right faſting: * He abhore , * <27+7+5- 

red the popiſh doQrine of opus operatam in; the no» * MAH 15.8, 

tion, And in praRtiſe reſted in "no performance, but 119h.4.23,24- 
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4 The (haratter-of * ' + 

what was done in ſpirit and” truth, © He thouph t 

m Heb 3.2540 God had left a rule in his-wotd-for diſcipline, an d 
3 1 Timeze17- that %Ariftocraticall by: Elders; nor Monarchicall by 
x Tim,4- 14 Biſhops, nor Pembctaticallby the pedple!/” Riphe 9 
- odd Diſcipline: ke x dertdinihg 'not to the being, 
P-4—g - .. but wel being-0 urch, Therefore he eſteemed 
© thoſe Churches moſt pure where the Government is. 

_ + by Elders, yer-unchurched not thoſe where it:was 0- 

p41 Core11,17, therwaies, PerfeRtion:P in- Churches" he' thonght a 
18,19. thing rather to be delired, then hoped for, And ſohe 

Rev.z 14.40e expected not a Church ſtate without all defe&s, The 
41 Cor:.5.2, 4qcorruptions that were in Churches he thought his. 
- ny 2.5+ dutyto bemaile,wittiendeavours'6f amendment : yet 
Fracy ae :;, would he not © ſeparate, where he might partake'in_ 
lohn 4.41. the worthip, and/not inthe corruption; He put not 
ſi Tim.2.8. fholinefſe in Churches, as in the Temple of the 
Jon bur only counted them-convenient like their 
ynagogues. He would have them kept decent, not. ' 
magnificent: knowing 'that the Goſpel requires not 
outward pomp. His chiefeſt muſick was vtinging'of 
Palms : wherein though he negleed not the melody 
of the voice, yet he chiefly looked: after that of che 
x.Colol, 3 16, * heart, He diſhked ſuch Y Church-muſick as moved - 
y x Cor.14,26. ſenſuall delight, and was an hindrance to ſpirituall 
{ Rom 13-1. jnlarpergents. He accounted *ſubjeRion tothe High- 
tames 1-27* er powers to be part of pure religion, as- well asto- 
viſit the fatherlefſe and widdows : yer did he diſtin- 

4.1 Cor.7.23. guilh between authority, and luſts of Magiſtrates,. to 
that he ſubmitted, *but in theſe he durſt nor be a ſer- 
5RoM.83-5- yantof men, being bought with a price. Þ Juſt haws. 
and commands he willingly obeyed net only for fear 

but for conſcience alſo; but ſuch as were unjuſt he - 
cAQs 4.19. refuſed to obſerve, chufing ©rather to obey God then . 
4 Lex.26444,15- man :.yet his: refulall wes 4modeſt and with ſubmil. 
I. FY "IP 


t i Cor.14440, 
y Tames 5,13. 
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ſion to penaltics, .unleflehe could-procure' indulgence. 
from authority. He was carefull jn atl relations to 
know aod do4uty, and that with'©(inglencſs of heart e Epheſ,5.27, 
as unto Chrifl” He aceoupred * religion aif! engage» | 22,8c 
nent to duty, that the beſt, Chriftigng. ſhould be beſt f Coloſ-3.22, 
husbands, bett wives, beft parents; beſtchildreh, beſt *; Lane oc 
Maſters, beſt ſervants, beſt Magiſtrates, beſt fubjtQs, < cats I 4 
that the 8 dotrire of God might ke adorned, ®not Tires, OT 
blaſphemed, His family he -endeavauted ta:make a Mat. #7. 27s \ 
Church, both in regard of i perſons and cxerciſes, ads * ©1956 475- 
mitting none into it but ſuch as feared God: and-las * wy EB Ofs 
bouring chat thoſe that were born in it, might be 
born again: to. God, He *blefſed bis family motning 4 © Chr. 16 
and evening by the. word and-praier; and took care TB 
to perform thoſe ordinances in the; beſt ſeaſon. He 
' broughe up his children in-the nurture and:admo- *f? hef 6.4. 
nition of the Lord, and commanded his ® ſetyantsto — 0 
keep the way of the Lord. He ſer ap® difcipline in : , ts | 
bis tamily, as he defired it in the Church, not onety: p Tite2ev1 : % 
Ng ® but heaging vilenefie in his. P*Hewas 9 P79): 1 1g1. 
confcientious 4 of. equity as-well as'piety:: knowing ” * = '+37 
that *. unrighteouſneſle- is ————— well xs /Pſalme ; 

5 <0 | ME 1 Fo he 
ungodlineſle, . He was cautelous in promifing, fbur 7 Ezck.36. 26, 
carcfull. in performing, - counting his word na lefle ® £u-19-33-37 
ingagement then his bond, .- He was a man of a'- teti- * 4 
der hcarr, not only in regard of his own fin, but'02- 7, 3 fs 
thers y miſery, not counting mercy * arbicrary; bat a y olalen : yr P | 
— duty wherein -as:he praied for Y: wiſdom t Rom. 1 8, 
to.dciureRt him, fo he ſtudied for® cheartulncfle ang © 93 ©-9-5,6, 
bounty to at, He was fobcr-in' the ule-ot theirdings Te 
of this life, - rather, Þ beating, down the: body; then of ES 
pampeting it 3 yet © he denied noc bimſytf vhergab of worn 
Gods blefling, leſt he ſhould be 4 uichanktull, bur a- 4 Dcur.8.1 _ 
voided execlle leffhe ſhoule batorgeitull of che Do- Þ 

a RET, 


Fu Tim- 3.9. 
1 P.t.203,44 


i Hebz2.9,10. 
k:Bphel. 6.18, 
Hoſns 4- 
x Cor, 15-48. 


Can 

Jer.6,16.. 
I'Mat, I 6, 14+ 

Gals, I 441 To 


* Luk $.15. 


Rev.r2,1's 
ang 1 441 2+ 
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there finde it, | 


Eader, Seeing a paſſage in M" 7 ombes his book 
\ againſt pzdobaprtiſme, wherein he compares 
the Nonconformilts in England to the Anabaprilts in 
Germany, in regard of their miſcariages, and 411 ſuc- 
celle in theit endeavours, till of late years; I was mo- 
ved for the vindication of thoſe faithfull and Reve- 
rend witnifles of Chriſt to publiſh this CharzRer- 2 
whereof if any ſhall defire proot in matter of fa&, as 
in matter of right the margent. contains evidence ; 
let him ceicher conſule their writtings, or thoſe who 
are fit witneſſes by reaſon of age, fidelity and acquain- 
tance, having fully known their doftrine, manner of 
lite, purpoſe, faith, long-ſuftering, love, patience, 
perſecution and afflition; &c. 2 Tim.3.10,11, And 
I deubt not but full teſtimony will be given, that their 
aim and: generall courſe-was according to the'rule ; 
ſome extravagants there be in all profeftions, but we 
are to judge of 2 profeſſion by the rule chey hold forth, 
and that carriage of: che profeſlors, which is genera 
wdordinary. ''G 'JY G7 
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